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NUMERICAL INVESTIGATION OF HEAT TRANSFER WATER-COOLED ROOF IN
AN ELECTRIC ARC FURNACE
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ABSTRACT
One of the major problems in electric arc furnace is the high temperature which results in thermal stresses
and cracks within the material of the furnace surrounding walls. An effective cooling technique is needed to avoid such
problems. For this purpose, a novel roof configuration of an electric arc furnace is used to provide efficient cooling to
reduce the temperature in the roof material. The roof consists of two solid materials, namely, copper and alumina brick.
The roof cooling is achieved by a water circulation within the roof. A numerical model using finite element method
was implemented to solve the heat conduction equation with the complicated boundary conditions to find out the
effects of using brick material with geometrical size variations for different values of thermal conductivity on the
temperature distribution within the roof. The results showed that the decrease in brick material thermal conductivity
resulted in a significant decrease in the top surface temperature of the furnace roof. The results showed that rectangular
brick material is the best option in the roof to keep it at low temperature.
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INTRODUCTION
Electric arc furnaces (EAFs) are an advanced technology in the production of iron and steel, which began to
be used in the late seventies and early eighties of the last century [1, 2]. EAFs are used to heat the materials installed
in the furnace by an electric arc. The temperature of the EAF can be up to 1800oC. Only 32% of the steel factory in
the world used the EAF due to its expensive cost compared to the traditional furnaces. The EAF is composed of three
parts, the shell which includes walls and lower bowl, the main part and the roof part which is well insulated or water
cooled [3].
Various models have been presented to describe the design of EAF [4-6]. In EAF more than 90% of the power
converts to heat radiation flux [7]. Distribution of the generated heat radiation flux along surface metal, walls, and roof
is main factor to find the efficiency of EAF. Heat radiation flux to the metal surface is the useful energy that consumed
for melting the metal, while the radiation flux to the wall and roof are considered as a power loss [8]. Reliable cooling
for EAF will increase productivity; on the other hand, it will contribute to the heat losses. Many of furnace cooling
designs to increase the productivity, furnace sustainability and reduce the wear rate of linings have been studied and
applied. The integration of cooling designs includes analysis of the process specifications, selection or development of
appropriate cooling design, installation, operating, monitoring, and evaluation of cooling design.
The main classes of the different developed design of cooling system have been presented by Karel et al. [9]
as spray coolers, plate coolers, stave coolers, internal block, panels and external jackets. Khodabandeh et al. [10]
proposed experimental and numerical analyses for the convection and radiation heat transfer in the electric arc furnace
using oxygen blowers. The numerical results revealed that the useful life of the cooling box front panel is reduced due
to poor cooling. Chirattananon and Gao [11] used a mathematical model to evaluate the electric arc furnace
performance using the integration of electric and thermal models. It was found that minimum or maximum energy
output can be obtained by controlling voltage and electric current. Gharib et al. [12] used transient conjugate heat
transfer analysis of the cooling panel pipe to find out the crack generation reasons. The results of this study showed
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that severe thermal stresses and crack caused in the pipe peripheral direction due to the high temperature gradients in
the pipe bends.
Bisio et al. [13] studied the thermal behavior, power saving as well as the control of pollution in an Ultra High
Power electric arc furnace. The study used two different materials for panels (copper and steel) of thickness 0.01 m
with internal temperature of 100 ºC. Their results showed that the thermal losses decreased sharply with the increase
in the slag melting temperature adhering to the shell of the electric arc furnace shell.
Nikolov [14] investigated the effects of voltage and current at the arc combustion start and end, respectively,
to find out the formation of weld overlay clad surfaces. It is found from his research that the amplitude of vibrations
has the most important effect on the vibro arc process. Other researchers focused on plasma processing and handling
in plasma arc welding [15, 16]. In general, furnace modeling is a complicated process due to the complexity of the
furnace cooling system embedded within the roof or the wall of the furnace. A three-dimensional analysis has been
conducted to analyze the heat transfer and flow characteristics within electric furnace used for glass melting process
[17]. A more simplified model for engineers using two-dimensional mathematical modeling followed by experimental
work has been presented to determine the radiation heat transfer in a furnace using pulverized coal [18].
The electric arc furnace life refers to the life of furnace roof. With the expansion of steel-making electric arc
furnace capacity and the increase of unit power, the working conditions of the furnace roof become more demanding.
This paper will introduce a model of cooling by applying a layer of high alumina brick (Al2O3) in the roof of the arc
furnace. Different dimensions and thermal properties of the alumina refractory brick will be tested in this investigation
to show its effect on the temperature of the roof’s top surface. Where many experimental techniques are used to test
the welding process such as spectroscopic methods and multidirectional monochromatic imaging methods [19-22].
Thus experimental and numerical methods are widely used in arc welding [23-25] where the results can be compared
for further investigations, mainly for newly developed arc welding techniques such as the laser hybrid welding process
[26] where it increased welding velocity and improved bridgeability to gap and misalignment tolerances.
A heat transfer analysis of an electric arc furnace with a cooling system made of tubular panel has been
presented [27] where the temperature distribution was obtained. In this study, 14 tubular panels were used to cover the
furnace walls. Thermal analysis of an electric arc furnace has been proposed based on radiative heat transfer within
the furnace [28], in other words the system took into consideration only the radiation heat transfer between the hot gas
and the furnace walls. A CFD model combined with thermal model has been presented to investigate the effects of the
geometrical parameters of an electric arc furnace on the temperature and cooling fluid velocity distributions in the roof
panel piping system [29]. CFD modelling has been used as an effective tool to provide an approximate overview of
biomass grate furnaces [30]. Another effective tool in determining the furnace performance is exergy analysis which
has been used to analyze the performance of furnace-air preheater combined system in a petrochemical plant [31].
In this work, a new design of the furnace roof is presented, which consists of insulation, high conductive
material and water tube. The design uses solid media as a heat sink and to force the heat flow toward the water pipes
inserted within the rod. From mathematical point of view, it is impossible to get an analytical solution for this
complicated physical problem due to the non-homogeneous geometry and due to the presence of the three modes of
heat transfer, namely radiation, conduction and convection. The work is aiming to find the best fit solution for the
furnace cooling applications.
THEORY
The schematic diagram of the roof of an electric arc furnace is shown in Figure 1. The roof slanted part
(bottom left side) is made of alumina brick with thickness B on its left surface and width L on its upper surface, and
the rest of the roof is made of copper where a water pipe is installed for cooling purposes. A two-dimensional model
of the electric arc furnace roof is simulated in this investigation. As such, symmetry boundary conditions were utilized
in this investigation. The left wall and right walls were assumed symmetric and water is flowing through the water-
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cooled pipes. The top wall of the roof is exposed to ambient temperature while the bottom surface of the roof is exposed
to a very high temperature gas from the electric furnace.
To increase the heat transfer by the circulating water, refractory brick materials with low thermal conductivity
(alumina brick materials) are used in this model. Based on the above considerations, the following heat conduction is
implemented:

∂T
k
=
∇ 2T
ρc p
∂t

(1)

where T is the temperature, k the thermal conductivity, cp the specific heat and ρ is the density. The heat transfer occurs
between the gas and the bottom surface of the furnace mainly by radiation, and between the roof upper surface and air
by convection, hence the boundary conditions for this can be summarized as follows, respectively

y = 0 → hr A(T furnace − T ) = −k

y = H → h∞ A(T − T∞ ) = −k

∂T
∂y

∂T
∂y

(2)

(3)

where hr is the radiation heat transfer coefficient and it is function of the roof bottom surface temperature, h ͚ is the
convective heat transfer coefficient.

Figure 1. Schematic diagram of the physical problem
The conduction heat transfer is equal to the convection heat transfer at the pipe interface as:

−k

∂T
= hwater A(T − Twater )
∂n
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The boundary conditions used for the symmetry walls, which means the left side of the furnace is insulated
and the right side of the furnace is insulated except at the pipe interface, these types of boundary conditions are
expressed mathematically by:

∂T
=0
∂n

(5)

In the proposed model it is assumed that the temperature distribution is 2-dimensional steady state, and the
thermal properties of the materials are constant. The heat conduction equation presented by Equation (1) subjected to
the boundary conditions given by Equations (2-5) is solved using Galerkin method as a finite element technique. A
non-uniform grid was generated and used to take care of the fast variations in the dependent variables. These fast
variations are due to the steep gradients within the boundary layer in the nearness of the boundaries. 1630 nodes of the
non-uniform mesh were used to solve the heat conduction equation and generated grid-independence results as depicted
in Figure 2. The discretized equations were solved using the Newton-Raphson method. The steady state solution of the
temperature distribution of the proposed geometry Figure 1 is obtained when the dependent variable difference between
two iterations satisfied the following equation

∑ λγ

+1
i, j

where

λi,jγ

− λγi , j

∑ λγ

+1
i, j

≤ 10 −4

(6)

stands for the dependent variables at iteration γ .

Figure 2. Grid-independence test on the effect of brick material thickness on the bottom wall temperature (k = 2.9
W/mK)
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The circulating water temperature is at 45 °C flowing at a velocity of 4 m/s within a 24 mm pipe diameter. For
these values, the convective heat transfer coefficient on the water side is 13900 W/m2°C. The presence of the insulation
material will prevent the heat flux to pass through it and hence it will force the heat flux to pass through the copper
material toward the water tube so the water will carry the heat within it.
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The maximum temperature occurs at the bottom surface of the insulation material and it is exactly located at the
left corner of the bottom surface because the left side of the furnace roof is completely insulated. As we go far away
for the left side of the furnace toward the copper material, the temperature starts to decrease due to the presence of
water tube on the right side of the furnace roof. On the upper surface of the roof, the temperature will be maximum at
the left corner of that surface and the minimum temperature will be minimum at the right corner due to the presence
of the water tube on the right side of the roof.
Due to the existence of the hot gas at very high temperature below the roof, the heat flow from the gas to the
roof will be mainly due to radiation. The radiative heat flux from the hot gas flowing into the bottom surface of the
furnace roof is expressed as [32]

φ=A

ε wε dσ
{1 − (1 − ε w )(1 − ε d )}(Tg4 − Tw4 )

(7)

where A is the bottom surface area, εw is the bottom surface emissivity, εd is the hot gas (dust cloud) emissivity, σ is
Stefan-Boltzmann constant, Tw is the bottom surface temperature and Tg is the hot gas temperature in the furnace. The
emissivity of hot gas is 0.149 and the emissivity of the alumina brick is 0.6. The heat flux from the bottom surface is
flowing up straight through the copper material, as it reaches the upper surface of the insulation material height, it
flows toward the water tube and toward the upper surface through the copper material.
In this investigation, the roof of the electric arc furnace is made of copper material to enhance heat transfer.
Figures 3 and 4 show the effect of varying the thermal conductivity of the refractory brick material on the bottom and
top surfaces of the furnace roof. It can be seen from Fig. 3 that in the absence of any thermal shield material, the
refractory brick has similar thermal conductivity to the pipes (k = 380 W/m°C), the bottom surface of the roof has a
constant temperature (317 °C). As the thermal conductivity of refractory brick decreases, the effect of the thermal
shield is more profound and this is manifested by its significant increase in temperature. Figure 3 shows the effect of
reducing the thermal conductivity of the refractory brick material on the top surface of the roof. It is noticed from this
figure that the maximum temperature of the top surface decreases significantly (from 120 °C to 84.4 °C) with a decrease
in the thermal conductivity from 380 W/m°C to 2.9 W/m°C.
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Figure 3. Effect of thermal conductivity of brick material on the bottom wall temperature
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k = 100 W/m°C
k = 380 W/m°C

k = 50 W/m°C

k = 2.9 W/m°C

Figure 4. Effect of thermal conductivity of brick material on the top wall temperature
Figure 5 illustrates the impact of thermal conductivity of refractory brick material on the isotherms. Low
thermal conductivity material is found to resist heat transfer by conduction through the roof and limit it to the refractory
brick material and consequently lower the temperature of the top surface.
k =2.9 W/m°C

k =100 W/m°C

k =380 W/m°C

Figure 5. Effect of thermal conductivity of brick material on isotherms
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Figures 6 and 7 demonstrate the effect of varying the thickness of the refractory brick material on the
temperature variations along the bottom and top surface of the roof. Figure 5 shows that the bottom surface temperature
of the refractory material increases with an increase in the thickness. Moreover, lower maximum top surface
temperature is exhibited (73 °C ) for large thickness of the refractory material (B = 50 mm). Figure 8 shows the effect
of the refractory material thickness on the isotherms. This figure illustrates that the thickness of the brick material has
a profound effect on the isotherms.
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Figure 6. Effect of brick material thickness on the bottom wall temperature (k = 2.9 W/m°C)
Figures 9 and 10 illustrate the effect of using wedge brick material on the bottom and top temperatures as
well as the isotherms for various sizes. It is noticed from these figures that the application of refractory materials
reduces significantly the maximum temperature of the top surface. Figure 8 shows that the maximum temperature of
the bottom surface increases from 687 °C to 1340 °C with an increase in the dimensions of the refractory material.
However, the maximum top surface temperature decreases from 118 °C to 93.6 °C. This confirms that rectangular
refractory material exhibits lower maximum top surface temperature compared with wedge materials. Finally, Fig. 11
shows again the isotherms for various dimensions of the wedge refractory material.
It is worth mention that due to the novelty of this proposed design, there is no such existing design yet, hence
no experimental work conducted regarding this system which is only analyzed from mathematical point of view.
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Figure 7. Effect of brick material thickness on the top wall temperature (k = 2.9 W/m°C)
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Figure 8. Effect of brick material thickness on the isotherms (k = 2.9 W/m°C)
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Figure 9. Effect of slanted brick material thickness on the bottom wall temperature (k = 2.9 W/m°C)

Figure 10. Effect of slanted brick material thickness on the top wall temperature (k = 2.9 W/m°C)
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Figure 11. Effect of slanted brick material thickness on the isotherms (k = 2.9 W/m°C)
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CONCLUSION
A numerical investigation was carried out to study the effect of using refractory brick materials on the temperature
variations along the bottom and top surfaces of the electric arc furnace. Moreover, the isotherms were presented for
various dimensions of the refractory materials. The results of this investigation showed that the maximum top surface
temperature decreases significantly with decreasing the thermal conductivity of the refractory material. Moreover,
rectangular alumina material was found more effective than the wedge material.
NOMENCLATURE
A
Surface area , m2
B
Thickness of the brick material in vertical direction, m
cp
Specific heat, J/kg°C
h
Heat transfer coefficient, W/m2°C
k
Thermal conductivity, W/m°C
L
Thickness of the brick material in x-direction (upper surface), m
Re
Reynolds number
T
Temperature, °C
x
coordinate, m
y
coordinate, m
Greek symbols
ɛ
emissivity
iteration number
γ
dependent variable,
λ
density, kg/m3
ρ
Subscripts
g
hot gas
radiation
r
bottom wall
w
Surrounding air on the top surface
∞
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